
THE YEAR 11 MATHS EXAM 1961 
 

I’ll lay you London to a brick that if you passed this exam in 1961, unless you’re a maths teacher 

you won’t have a snowball’s chance in hell of passing it in 2013. This stuff is as irrelevant today as 

it was in 1961. Just a sheer waste of educational time. If telling adolescents that they need to do 

maths to progress their life choices isn’t a fraud, then it’s just plain bunkum.  

 

 
 



 
 

But wait, there’s more.  
 

Numeracy by all means. Arithmetic, definitely – especially tables and mental. The average year 11 

student these days can’t tell you what 42 divided by 7 is, fer chrissakes! Basic accounting, certainly. 

Cards, absolutely. If the mind still needs stimulating then try chess, sodoku, scrabble or any 

sporting or manipulative skill. 
 

Betcha can’t do the Maths II paper either.      

  
 



 

 



 

 
 

 

There, I told you it was bunkum.  

 

Think what you could have been doing if you hadn’t been cooped up in a cage for 8 hours a week 

doing maths at school and another 6 hours a week doing it at home. 


